
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 10, 2017 
  
SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Lighting the Second Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 2 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have become disconnected from much of value 
in my own life.  I think feelings such as guilt and shame are 
primitive, and therefore are beneath me.  As a consequence, I 
simply do not have them, and as a result I am removed from 
the way they both inform me about my life, and routinely 
victimize me.  I try to be more sophisticated than primitive; 
therefore, I tend to live my life in my head, guided in the 
feelings I tolerate by what I think is cultured and appropriate 
rather than what is actual.  In my mind, there is no reason to 
feel things like guilt or shame, which in itself is a shame, and 
something about which to have guilt. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 1:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 3 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 14 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for December 17, 2017  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55; 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8; 19-28. 
F.Y.I. 
 Copies of the 2017-2018 Presbyterian Giving Catalog are on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 An article concerning Christ the King/Reign of Christ is on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 During the Seasons of Advent and Christmas we are invited to 
bring foods that are associated with these seasons, perhaps from 
our family tradition. 
 We will share lunch next Sunday, December 17th.  Bring some 
food to share and plan to stay. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
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Second Sunday of Advent – John the Baptist 
The First Sunday of Advent concerns those times when 
thoughts, feelings and images which differ from our 
perception of who we are, or should be, intrude into our 
awareness. We are encouraged to pay attention to these 
intrusions, since they are the beginning of what makes us 
ready to have our sense of self expanded and made fuller. 
 
If what intrudes into our awareness is greatly dissimilar from 
our normal sense of self, our identity becomes fluid and vague. 
If we are fortunate, the guilt we feel over this will induce a 
response in us in the form of an urgency to recover the lost 
solidity of our sense of self. John the Baptist is the name in New 
Testament mythology for this guilt and its ensuing urgency, 
which drive us to consider what we have done or not done 
which has brought us to this place. As we consider, we begin 
to think about what we can do differently to be freed from our 
state and return to “normal.” 
 
The coming of John the Baptist refers to the arising of this 
urgent need to repair our loss, to re-evaluate what was done 
or not done, and to consider what we might do to recover.  
This is his call to repentance, and without this call to repent we 
can become passive toward things which rob us of wholeness 
and cause us pain. 
 
The appearance of John the Baptist is the second of four 
internal events which slowly prepare us for a modification to 
our mind, a modification which ultimately eases the guilt we 
bring to our situation, thereby eventually restoring our 
wholeness.  This modification to our mind is what we refer to 
as the birth of Christ, and John is the messenger who prepares 
the way. 

 [Jim Robie – 12/6/17] 
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SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT    [Mark 1:1-8] 
 Traditionally, the intent of God is our “salvation” and 
“redemption.” These are old words, and I suggest we think of them 
in the following way: God’s intention is to have us experience the 
fullness of our personal life, a concept that includes our continuing 
to experience the elements of our life of which we are conscious, 
and also our coming to experience the elements of our life of which 
we are not conscious, so that our life becomes less conflicted and 
who we are outwardly becomes more congruent with who we are 
inwardly. There are thoughts, feelings, memories, concepts, values, 
etc. which operate in us, which influence and impact us, about 
which we have no awareness, and God intends to make us aware 
of them—this is the basic idea contained in the word 
“redemption.” The consequence of this disclosing is that our 
conscious life becomes a more accurate reflection of our actual life, 
with the result that it is less necessary for us to live the life we 
inherited and/or decided on when we were younger; this shift will 
help us not wear out so completely from making the effort to be 
someone other than who we essentially are—this is the basic idea 
contained in the word “salvation.” Today’s text describes one part 
of what happens internally which gets us ready for the work God 
will do to “save” and “redeem” us. 
 What happens internally is the appearance of John the Baptist. 
John the Baptist was a figure in mythology at the time the Gospels 
were written. Like other figures in mythology he can be 
internalized, and when we do so he can be understood as a 
developmental stage that happens to our mental/emotional life. It 
is easiest to understand what John represents if we compare him 
to what precedes him. Imagine a life where whatever happens in 
life just happens to you, where whatever happens is out of your 
control and beyond your influence, and is caused by something like 
the “gods,” “fate,” “destiny” or some such reality. Life would be a 
constant effort to appease or placate whatever had power over 
your life in an effort either to make your life better or at least to 
not make it worse. The appearance of John represents a step 
beyond this way of living, an “advancement” if you will, toward our 
having greater participation in our life and the way it unfolds. So, if 

something happens which disrupts our life, John is the name for 
what we would describe as a thought or insight which comes in the 
middle of this wilderness and tells us that the uneasiness or 
disruption we experience is because we have done or not done 
something. If our life is the way it is, it is so because of something 
we have done or not done, and not the result of the capriciousness 
of the gods. It then becomes possible that there is something we 
can do which will change our life for the better. We can stop doing 
whatever, or begin to do whatever, and our doing so will free us 
from the feelings we are having and send them away. John 
represents what we would describe as an urging to immerse 
ourselves in the guilt we feel [the feeling of being culpable or 
responsible for something], as a way to motivate us to discover 
what needs to be changed and then make the needed changes and 
get relief. 
 This understanding is stated in the text in verse 4: “John the 
baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” The word translated into 
English as “repentance” is a Greek word meaning “compunction [for 
guilt, including reformation].” Compunction means “a strong 
uneasiness caused by a sense of guilt.” The word translated into 
English as “forgiveness” is a Greek word meaning “freedom,” from 
a root meaning “to send forth.” The word translated into English as 
“sin” means “sin,” from a root meaning “to miss the mark [and so 
not share in the prize].” John the Baptist is the name in mythology 
for what we experience as the awareness that the reason we do not 
have the prize in life is because we have missed the mark by doing 
something or not doing something, and that this condition can be 
reversed by using the guilt we feel to motivate our efforts to do 
differently. The appearance of what John represents is an essential 
part in preparing us for the fullness of our life which God will give to 
us. 
 Last week, the First Sunday in Advent, we highlighted the 
experience where thoughts, feelings, images, etc. which do not fit 
with our notion of who we are as a person enter our awareness, and 
also the importance of noticing these when they come to us. The 
point was made that these intrusions into what we consider to be 



normal for us are the beginning of what will bring us the fullness of 
our life. This week, the Second Sunday in Advent, we highlight the 
appearance in us of the internal “voice” that both urges us to feel 
the guilt that comes with having feelings, thoughts and images we 
shouldn’t be having, and also urges us to do something differently 
so that the “alien” things will go away and give us freedom from 
being bothered by them. The appearance of this urging, as well as 
our responding to it, is also part of what will bring us the fullness of 
our own life. 
 What John the Baptist represents arises out of a culture where 
fault is assumed and therefore guilt makes sense. If my life is not 
right, and that is god’s or fate’s fault, then there is not much I can 
do other than appease or placate God in an effort to change what 
has happened, or accept it. But, if my life is not right and it is my 
fault, then, if I can change, perhaps things will get right again. This 
is an empowering idea, and guilt would be the motivator for 
making the effort to change, the engine that powers the effort to 
change. John comes into our wilderness of having a life that is not 
right, and encourages us to feel the guilt, the “compunction” [the 
strong uneasiness caused by a sense of guilt] for our life being as it 
is, in which case making changes would be easier since the guilt 
would be a strong inducement that would drive the effort to make 
changes. 
 The text indicates that the appearance in us of what John the 
Baptist represents is a step towards what else will happen in us 
which will make us ready to receive the fullness of our life. The 
imagery is that John is a “messenger,” one who will “prepare the 
way” for another who is more “powerful” [forceful] than what John 
represents. This “other” will immerse us in a mental disposition 
dedicated to our experiencing something in addition to the 
“compunction” we now feel and the efforts at reforming which the 
compunction draws us into. Since many people who will be reading 
this article will have a difficult time identifying with John the 
Baptist, we will make a comment about what is highlighted in the 
next Sunday in Advent, the third Sunday. What comes on the heels 
of John the Baptist is that we see through guilt as a motivator for 
change. That is, we realize that guilt fails to achieve substantial, 

lasting change. Many of us live here, and as a result it is difficult to 
be motivated by guilt to make changes to what is not working. The 
question is then: What motivates and drives substantial, lasting 
change? This issue is addressed by the subjects of the Fourth Sunday 
in Advent, and the Season of Christmas. 

[Jim Robie, 12-6-17, 2nd of Advent, Cycle B, Mark 1:1-8] 


